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Student Interns – Learning,
Having Fun, Making a Difference
A yearlong program for middle and high school students from

throughout Los Angeles, the youTHink Student Internship uses

creative self-expression to engage youth to think critically about social

issues affecting their communities and the world, to empower them to

find and use their voices, and to take action for social change. In the

process, interns develop important skills such as self-reflection, active

listening, and engagement with people with different views, beliefs and

experiences.

Internship training sessions use hands-on activities to teach collaboration,

communication, social responsibility and leadership skills. At meetings,

interns choose and plan events to offer for youth citywide.

Staff members personally mentor interns, supporting them with their

school work and college applications, listening and providing resources to

help address their personal concerns.

Student interns comment on their recent experiences:

“Where I live, you don’t really get to talk about these issues. It’s not such a
mixed community. I like that we get to learn about other people, and what
they go through.”

“This year I am more confident in myself. Last year [as a new intern], when I
was nervous, other people made me feel at home. This year, I’m helping to
make others feel more comfortable.”

“I have learned to be conscious of other people, to realize that they may
need more time and encouragement to speak than I do.”

“Through the internship I have become more respectful. If you need to say
something, say it in a polite way. I’m also more patient.”

Youth Services

Interns practice concentration, collaboration and
communication in these teambuilding activities.

About youTHink
youTHink uses the power of art to foster critical thinking, engage
diverse learners, promote literacy and serve as a tool for social
change. youTHink brings interactive lessons to public school
classes throughout California, using art to engage students in
contemporary issues analysis, problem solving, and community
involvement. youTHink is a program of the Zimmer Children’s
Museum.

The youTHink program includes:

School Services: Arts-based classroom lessons (4th - 12th
grades) and professional development for teachers

Youth Services: Leadership and community involvement
opportunities for youth beyond the classroom

Community Partnerships: Exhibits of student art,
community collaborations, corporate partnerships

6505 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90048
(323) 761-8987 • email: info@youthink.org

www.youthink.org

Interns, working with staff, organized

a range of programs for L.A. youth

this fall. With the Youth Services goals

of leadership development, community

involvement and arts in mind, interns

chose a variety of fun and meaningful

activities, including a full moon hike,

an ecological workshop making art

from junk, a ropes course and a beach

clean up.

Students pract
problem solvin
adventure activ
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Students explore the meaning of community in their
lives through discussion and art making

youTHink Lessons in Schools
A Teacher’s Perspective

H eather Lighston currently teaches English at East Valley High School

in North Hollywood. Last year, she taught at George Washington

Carver Middle School. She incorporated youTHink into her lessons at both

schools. She shares her views about the impact of the program.

What did you see as the value of the program for your students/curriculum?

youTHink is an invaluable program. Having youTHink facilitators interacting
with our school children is a wonderful opportunity for our youth to network
and learn from adults
who find their thoughts
and ideas important.
Also, as a teacher, it is so
vital for me to provide
academic rigor and help
students make connections
between their content
area classes and the
world around them.
The youTHink experience
assisted me in challenging
my students academically
and enabled them to
think about topics in a concrete, new way. For instance, instead of merely
brainstorming a list of societal problems, we composed a list of issues and
their solutions, emphasizing the act of problem-solving and encouraging our
youth to make a difference in the world.

How did you incorporate youTHink lessons into your curriculum?

My ninth grade honors English class had just completed a unit on
persuasive writing, and was transitioning to read George Orwell’s novel,
Animal Farm. The youTHink lessons fit perfectly into my standards-based
curriculum because it gave my students the opportunity to apply what they
had just learned (in terms of persuasive writing techniques) on the “Writing
to Make a Difference” activity. The lessons also gave them an opportunity
to explore many of the social issues that we had previously tackled in class
and in the novel, through youTHink discussions, writing and art-making.

What was the impact of youTHink on your students?
youTHink impacted my students in various positive ways. They were inspired
to “think outside the box” during each of the four sessions. Their level of
participation and interaction increased; they felt the importance of their
thoughts and ideas as they were being valued by adults outside of the East
Valley High School community. And finally, it impacted my students by
emphasizing the correlation between the creative processes of reading,
writing and art-making.

Any other thoughts?

In today’s age of fewer electives and more standardized testing, I find it
crucial to integrate as much art into my curriculum as possible. Working with
youTHink affords me the opportunity to give my students relevant academics
and real-world experiences, coupled with an art project that reinforces their
own self-selected message about the world in which they live.

Schools Services
y ouTHink School Services provides arts-based

lessons in public schools along with profession-

al development opportunities for teachers.
youTHink lessons use the power of art to foster

critical thinking, engage diverse learners, promote

literacy, and serve as a tool for social justice.

Educators participate in a youTHink teacher’s event at
the Southern California Library for Social Studies and
Research. The Library also hosted an exhibit of youTHink
student art on the walls.

Heather Lighston talks with a student about
his artmaking.

ice teamwork and
ng in outdoor
vities.

Despite cold, wet weather, students
make a difference at a beach
cleanup in Santa Monica.



8

At the Zimmer Children's Museum’s 2006 Discovery Award Dinner,

guests heard from a current youTHink student intern and a
youTHink alumna. They shared their experiences with youTHink and how

it impacted them. Below are excerpts of their comments.

Roberto Orellana:

“I am a student at Foshay Learning Center in the
12th grade. I came to Los Angeles from El Salvador
when I was 10 years old. I started school here in
6th grade. I didn’t know any English, so it was
really hard at first, but after the first semester I
learned English, mostly from TV and my friends.
Then it got easier and I started to do well in school.

“I first got involved with youTHink through the
Teens and Government in Action program last spring. It's an experience
that should be available to every teenager. I learned that it doesn't matter
who you are or how old you are; people will listen to you if you try hard
enough and have the right guidance.

“I am currently an intern with youTHink. As an intern, I have developed
leadership and teamwork skills. Being involved with youTHink, I have
become a better person, by participating in activities which require me to
think on my feet and learn how to work with others as one.

“The most important thing I have learned through my involvement with
youTHink is that you should always speak your mind. Being an intern has
helped me to get out of my comfort zone and try new things. youTHink
has also taught me that youth can really make a difference in this world.
Being involved with youTHink has been a great experience for me.”

Josephine Ferreiro:

“I am a recent college graduate from Loyola
Marymount University. I have a bachelor’s degree
in European Studies and French. I speak English,
Spanish and French fluently. I have a great interest
in international relations and helping people all
over the world.

“During my junior year in high school, I participated
in a youTHink lesson. Facilitators showed us different
pieces of art work, each illustrating a strong social message. Before that, I
was never exposed to the study of art for the purpose of relaying an idea.
The youTHink lesson made me think about social issues I care about and
try to think of ways to do something about them.

“Curious to find out more, I became a youTHink student intern. This was a
great opportunity to learn valuable skills and helped us all grow into socially
conscious leaders. We discussed important issues that we cared about, and
then we organized events to do something about them. Thanks to youTHink,
I came out of my shell and spoke up about my views to others. I felt empowered
as a young student, that my voice mattered.

“youTHink also helped me receive the Gates Millennium Scholarship, a full
scholarship awarded to 1,000 students of color nationwide. I would not
be where I am today without the wonderful people of youTHink.”

Youth Perspectives
want to share their own experiences with a

wider audience. Each intern identified an

experience when they were targeted, when

they participated in targeting someone else,

or when they were a witness to targeting.

Working in collaboration with Johanna

Cooper and her colleagues, students recorded

their stories and what they hope listeners

will take from their experiences. Johanna

Cooper produced the audio stories, available

for you to download from our website

(www.youthink.org) beginning February 1.

A shorter, composite piece is available for

radio broadcast in conjunction with No Name

Calling Week (Jan 22-26, 2007).

Student stories include: being accused of

being a terrorist for being Persian; being

bullied at school and passing it on to younger,

smaller students; racial profiling and

harassment by security guards; being taunted

as a Satan-worshipper for wearing black;

challenging a parent on their homophobia;

being confronted with demeaning comments

about Mexicans by a student in class and

retaliating with racial slurs; and more. Please

visit our website to hear their stories and post

your comments.

Targeting At Schools
Continued from page 5

“Homophobic slurs are popular; nothing
else offends a person more than being
called gay.”

“People should watch what they say
because certain comments can make
someone feel very bad about them-
selves and even feel like they are hated
by everyone. If a person sees someone
being targeted, then they should
intervene...no one likes being hurt.”

“Slurs are used so commonly that people
use them to joke around. People don’t
take it seriously. I noticed that no one,
not even when teachers are present,
really cares or does anything to stop it,
or prevent it from happening again.”

What’s In a Name?
Continued from page 5
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The BIG
QUESTION?
Ask a question and you

get an answer!

Our question:
What makes you special
or unique? What are you
good at?

2nd graders answer:
(with no spell-check!)

“I know how to say nice
words.” Rachel

“I make my friends
laugh.” Rachele

“I am good in art. I am
good in writeing.” Diana

“I help friends.” Giovany

“I am a good writer!”
Indya

“I’m a great friend.”
Maria

“I help people when they
need help.” Martha

“I love my mom.” Mario

“I am good at cooking.”
Karen

Our question:

At this time of Thanks-
giving, who and what
are you thankful for?

“My mommy”

“Thanks for playing
Candiland with me
mommy!”

“Bananas”

“I am thankful for my
family and chocolate”

“My family and friends
and food”

“I love everyone in the
universe”

“I am thankful for my
family and presents”

“Food”

“Broadband”
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The Zimmer is pleased to acknowledge our

special relationship with the Jewish

Federation of Greater Los Angeles. As our

largest single donor, the Jewish Federation

provides critical financial support for

our ongoing Museum and youTHink

programs and partners with us on our

show&tell exhibit. The Zimmer Children’s

Museum is proud to be a beneficiary agency

of the Jewish Federation Council.
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show&tell: the art of harmony
F ollowing the successes of show&tell: art of connection and

show&tell: the art of time exhibits, the Zimmer has invited 75

artists, humanitarians and social activists to participate in the 2007

show&tell: the art of harmony exhibit. Creativity will reign as musical

instruments are transformed into masterpieces.

Using the metaphor of harmony, the art will include interpretations of

the meaning of music and instruments of change. Art will be exhibited at

the Zimmer and the Jewish Federation Bell Gallery in May 2007. Proceeds

from the sale of the art works will benefit the Zimmer Children’s Museum’s

youTHink arts education programs in public schools.

Participants include artists: Robert Rauschenberg, Barbara Lazaroff,

Gary Baseman, Paul Frank, Kingsley, Brad Howe, and Michael Kalish; and

environmentalist, Julia Butterfly Hill. For more information and to see a

complete list of participants, go to www.zimmershowandtell.org.

Ceramic sculpture assemblage, right: Moye Thompson, Bandshells

Exhibit Opening Reception: Sunday, May 6, 2007
Exhibit Dates: April 30 – June 14, 2007




