




The BIG QUESTION?
Ask a question and you get an answer!

Our question: What is something new you
want to learn in 2006?

Kids answer (with no spell check!)

“I want to learn my letters” – Betty, age 2 1/2

“I want to learn about peace”

“To tie my shoes” – Hannah, age 4

“I would like to learn how to drive”

“I want to go to a real football game with my grandpa” – PJ,age 4

“Multiplication in Math” – Layla

“I want to learn to be more patient”

“To tie my shoes, learn to skate, ride a bike” – William, age 3

“This year I want to learn to divide” – Zach, age 8 

Our question: Why are trees special?

Kids answer (with no spell check!)

“I like when the leaves fall” – Grant, age 3  

“Trees give monkeys a place to play” 

“They give us oxygen to breathe!” 

“Because they can live for thousands of years (sequoia)”

“Trees are special because they have leaves” – Maggie 

“They provide shad on hot sunny days” 

“They are special because they produce fruit”

“Because they clean the air” – Ariel, age 3 1/2

Upcoming Events
at the Museum
Purim Costumes:
From Design to Creation – March 5
The Zimmer teams up with the Jewish Single
Parents Network to get ready for Purim. Come join
in the fun as creativity abounds.

Make Your Own Robot – April 2
In a project good for the environment and children’s
imagination, participants will use recycled and found
material to create one-of-a kind robots.

Passover Mega-Festival – April 9
Thanks to a generous donation by Shari and 
Ed Glazer, the Museum will sparkle with 
activities, games, performers and art projects 
as we prepare for Passover – The Festival of Freedom.

Passport to the World:
Morocco – April 23

Celebrate the end of Passover Moroccan style! Come
to our Memunah, a special party, for dancing, sweet
foods and an art project.

Intern Brings International Perspective
The Zimmer was gifted by Hebrew Union College and USC in the form of an outstanding

intern studying at both institutions.

Karin Zingerevitz, studying for a MA from HUC’s School of Jewish Communal Service and a

MA in Public Administration from USC, joined us in the fall and has added immensely to our

program. One of her major assignments is outreach to various Havurot throughout the city to

offer parents and grandparents with young children specialized programs in group learning

and art and, as well, introduce new people to the Museum. Karin also assists with school

group tours, and is working to enhance several exhibits, including Bubbie’s Book Corner. 

Karin and her husband, natives of Sao Paula, Brazil, are both studying at HUC. Karin has

had extensive experience as a volunteer in the Jewish community of Sao Paula and is an artist

specializing in originally designed Ketubot. She holds undergraduate degrees in mechanical

engineering and industrial design but most recently held the position of Youth Coordinator

and Educational Material Designer at her local synagogue.
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Big Ideas Sundays Launched
The special eight-

month Sundays

series, Big Ideas Sundays

– Preparing Kids for

Globalization was 

initiated on Sunday,

January 22 to rave

reviews. The themed

programs highlight 

values which anchor a

more generous society

and are areas of educa-

tion and exploration at

home, in the classroom

and playground or 

anywhere that children

interact with the world and people around them. For each of the Big Ideas

Sundays, material has been developed – including discussion questions, 

book lists, music, and activities – to help adults to engage children on these

important values.

Under the over-arching concept “and you shall do the right and the

good” (Deuteronomy 6:18), each monthly Big Idea provides opportunities

for fun and learning. through art, theater and music.

The first Big Idea “community responsibility” featured artist Rachel

King, the Museum’s Arts and Education Specialist, drama and theater

coach Randi Goodman, and the music ensemble Rhythm Child, all of whom

led workshops engaging children in interactive activities which illustrated

and re-enforced “responsibility.”

Future dates for Big Ideas Sundays are:

February 19 Taking Care of Planet Earth – Tu B’Shevat

March 26 Rescue

April 30 Respect and Dignity

May 21 Identity and Diversity

June 25 Philanthropy – Tzedakah

July 23 Compassion

August 20 Making a Difference & Tikkun Olam

Reservations for each of the Big Ideas Sundays are strongly recommended.

Inquiries can be made to Sara Zolott, Zimmer’s Program and Marketing

Coordinator, at 323-761-8998 or sara@zimmermuseum.org.

We gratefully acknowledge the contribution of an anonymous donor

and the Jewish Community Foundation which was established in 1954 and

currently manages assets of more than $500 million, ranking among the ten

largest Los Angeles foundations. In 2004, the Foundation and its 1,000-plus

donors distributed $43 million in grants to more than 1,300 organizations

whose programs span the range of philanthropy.

Zimmer Celebrates
Hanukkah in Style!
On December 11, 2005, the Zimmer

Children’s Museum was bustling with

energy and excitement as guests were 

welcomed to our Hanukkah Mega Festival.

Nearly 500 people 

gathered at the Zimmer

for an afternoon of

Hanukkah art, theater,

songs, and magic. 

Guests were greeted

by the one and only

Judah Macabee (Matt

Artson), who shared

his exciting story of the

defeat of the Syrian

army and the miracle

of the Hanukkah oil. Children decorated their

own wooden dreidels, taking the art of 

spinning to a new art form! Magician Todd

Browne made the real magic of Hanukkah

come alive by 

mystifying 

families with his

disappearing

Hanukkah lights

and mysterious

latkes. The

sounds of 

holiday filled 

the air with 

the music of

Jewish entertainer Pearl B, whose charm and

whimsical character captured the hearts of

both children and adults.

In addition to all the joyous activities, 

the Museum itself was beautifully decorated –

from the giant menorah in the lobby to the

display of unique menorah drawings created

by visiting school children throughout

December. Children even had the opportunity

to put on their chef’s hats and get to work 

as our very own Blue Bagel Café was 

transformed into the seasonal Latke Factory.

Families feasted on traditional jelly donuts 

Continued on page 9

Helping Hands Around Our Community and 
Around Our World!



This past Fall, the Zimmer Children’s Museum brought its

big ideas, fun, art, and values from the Museum and into

the fourth grade of Community Magnet Elementary School, a

Los Angeles Unified school that focuses on multiculturalism and

teamwork.  

Linked with the California State Social Science Standards and

the mission of the Zimmer Children’s Museum, the two part les-

son focused on learning about the meaning of community.

Zimmer Arts and Education Specialist Rachel King led the stu-

dents in an in-depth discussion about their appreciation for their

school community and how to

transform their feelings into

art. While working in small

groups, the students gathered

around large 48 x 48 inch 

canvases and painted the many

facets of their school community.

The second element of the 

program focused on the 

students individual communities,

outside of school. Each student

had the opportunity to express

his/her thoughts and feelings

about a personal community in which they are involved.

After writing an artist statement, the students used their 

creativity to paint an individual canvas demonstrating how they

felt about their special community.  The program concluded on

November 15, 2005, when the fourth grade class, their extended

families, and teachers gathered at the Zimmer Children’s

Museum for the gallery opening. Each child’s painting hung in

the Museum along side their personal explanations and both

parents and guests were moved by the artistic quality, style, and

insight of the young artists. The Community Magnet program

was a wonderful experience for both the Zimmer and the 4th

grade students. We look forward to replicating this hugely 

successful experience in other schools. 

Naima – 9
The community that 

I am a part of is a 

basketball team. My

team’s name is the

Mystics. I play at Pan

Pacific Park. I did it

last year. Some kid at

my school played on

my team and other

teams. That is the

community I am in.

Claire – 9
My community is a

book club. In my

book club we all

read a chapter book

at home then come

to a member’s house

and talk about the

book

Brandon – 9
I’m a part of my block’s Jazz Fest. Every month on my block

they sing jazz. The instruments they use are saxophones, 

trumpets, drums, and many more! I love jazz, jazz is my

favorite music. My favorite players are Louis Armstrong and

Kenny G. There’s one coming in October!

Jimmy – 10
I am a part of a very cool community. I have a community that

is a basketball team. It is very fun. My basketball team went to

six championships in a row. We won 4 of them. My picture has

me and my basketball team in it. That community is the

funnest community I have ever been in. We are called the

Ballers.

Community MagnetOutreach A Huge Success

Zimmer on the Jewish
Journal “Kids Page”
The Zimmer was delighted by the invitation from Jewish

Journal editor Rob Eshman to contribute a section of 

the Journal’s Kids Page that

appears on the back page of

the Jewish Journal the last

Thursday of every month.

This is an ideal opportunity

for the Museum to reach

hundreds of thousands of Los

Angeles readers, presenting

material which speaks to the

values and mission of the

Zimmer. Zimmer staff bring

their particular sensibilities about kids, education and art, as

they develop ”kid friendly” concepts related to general and

Jewish holidays and programmatic themes of the Museum.

We look forward to this continuing collaboration with the

Jewish Journal.
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Over 175 people who contribute
at the Zimmer Museum’s Discovery
Council level and above enjoyed a
theater evening on January 26th
at Billy Crystal’s one-man show 
“700 Sundays.” The event was 
co-chaired by Atoosa Nehorai &
Sheryl Wachtel.
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care of the earth, helping others

and helping animals, the exhibit

encourages children to think 

of ways they can help make a

difference. The Take Home

Guide is designed to extend the

Museum experience and sug-

gests ways to incorporate “Big

Ideas” at home. All suggested

books in the Guide are available

in Bubbie’s Book Store.

The “wings” of the Tikkun

Olam House contain many 

compartments that children can

open by manipulating various

kinds of locks and closures.

Inside the compartments are

visuals and texts related to

Tikkun Olam as well as a several

story coin drop for “on the

spot” Tzedakah. The energy of

the exhibit excites children

from toddlers to “readers” as

there is much play and learning

value to this latest addition.

Tikkun Olam from page 1

Museum
Responds
to Katrina
Disaster 
In the days following news

of the Katrina Hurricane,

the Zimmer developed a

number of responses. Space

was provided on a wall 

adjacent to the People

Helping People exhibit and

the Tikkun Olam House to

encourage children and

adults to write and draw

their wishes and hopes for

those affected.

A decision was quickly 

made to donate all Museum

admissions in September and

October to Katrina relief and

our large Tzedakah barrel 

was placed on the main floor

with signage to promote

donations. A total of $1,650

was donated to Katrina 

victims through a contribution

to the Katrina Relief Fund 

of the Jewish Federation

Council. The Museum which

teaches compassion and 

caring went from words to

deeds! 
Honorees Jennifer Cohen and Dan & Jenna Adler 

Anna Deavere Smith and Norman Lear

Zimmer Children’s
Museum Honors
Jenna & Dan Adler
and Jennifer Cohen
On November 9, 2005 the Zimmer Children’s

Museum held its 5th Annual Discovery Award

Dinner where Jenna & Dan Adler and Jennifer Cohen

were honored. The Discovery Award is given annually

to extraordinary individuals who are builders and

leaders in their fields and communities. Norman 

Lear and David Suissa presented the awards to the

honorees.

Co-chairs of the event were Brown & Jay Kogen,

James Perse and Janis & Doug Warner.

Previous Discovery Award Honorees are Barbara

Fisher, Jean Friedman, Gary E. Knell, Andy Heyward,

Arthur Hiller, Mark Itkin, Gloria & Jerry Lushing and

Cynthia Sikes Yorkin.

and had a chance to snap a one

of a kind Hanukkah portrait in

our photo booth.

The entire event was made 

possible by a generous donation

from Shari and Ed Glazer. We

look forward to celebrating

many more holiday mega-

festivals with the support of 

the Glazer family!

Hanukkah from page 3

Discovery Council
Theater Event



youTHink Youth Services
Youth Services programs provide opportunities for middle and high school

students to meet other like-minded students, to learn the skills needed to

make a difference about issues that are important to them, and to have a range

of unusual and creative art-making experiences. In the past few months,
youTHink students learned that they can move beyond their fears through a

ropes course; planted trees to help make a local middle school greener; and 

created functional art using materials that were headed for the landfill. Lots 

more is planned for this spring, and we welcome any middle and high school

students who want to join us.

Meet Our New
Staff Member
Mary Kroener-Ekstrand, PhD 
Teacher Services Manager: 

Mary has experience as a middle school

Social Studies and English teacher and

as a teacher education instructor and

program director. She earned her 

bachelor’s degree in History and Public

Policy from Stanford University and a

PhD in Curriculum and Instruction from

the University of Wisconsin.

youTHink Staff:

Shifra Teitelbaum, Director

Carlos Valle, School Services Manager

Mary Kroener-Ekstrand, PhD,
Teacher Services Manager

Cindy Casama Gerber, Regional
Program Manager

Meriam Azusada, Special Projects
Manager

Carlos Arceo, Program Specialist,
Youth Services

Peter Nobleza, Exhibit Program Assistant

Julius McClendon, Exhibit Program
Assistant

Main Office: 6505 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90048
(323) 761-8987

Regional Office: 1360 Mission Street
Suite 200, San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 565-7272

We are using what we have learned to take action and uphold social justice.

I admit that in the past, I have judged others based on stereotypes, yet I have

learned that is no way to live. Through this project, I have become more aware of

what I do or say, making sure it will not hurt anybody. I want to live in a world

where our fears and feelings of failure, anger, and despair are not played out on

each other, but where we channel our energies toward the true problems of

poverty, famine, and unjust beliefs that refuse to die. By doing this project, I

learned that one cannot wish for all problems to simply disappear, but one must

work toward ending them each second of Life. If I must take baby steps, I will

take baby-steps. If I must crawl, I will crawl. If I must run as never before, then I

will throw every bit of myself into the race. Will you join me?

Intern’s Perspective Continued from page 7
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Xesenia Maurice at the Zimmer Discovery
Award Dinner

News From Northern California
youTHink delivered an interactive arts-based workshop to at-risk

teenagers in San Francisco at Assemblymember Mark Leno’s Young

Women’s Conference in October. Students created self-portraits and reflected

on their skills and positive attributes. They also identified skills they would

like to develop, and set personal goals for the year. As a result, some of

these young women committed to: 

n Taking school more seriously, improving grades, being punctual to classes
n Graduating and receiving their diplomas 
n Working on their leadership ability
n Exploring their multicultural heritages
n Being consistent in their actions
n Being mindful of their words

ENGAGING STUDENTS IN CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AND CIVIC  ACTION THROUGH ART • SPRING 2006

Student Interns
Tell Their Stories
Xesenia Maurice, an 8th grader at 

Foshay Learning Center and Keesha

Wilson, a 12th grader at Flintridge 

Preparatory Academy, had an opportunity 

to describe their involvement and share

their experiences as youTHink interns

with attendees at the Zimmer Discovery

Award Dinner last fall.  

According to Xesenia, “The reason I

chose to get more involved with youTHink

is because it teaches me how I can help my

community, how to make the world a 

better place, and it allows me to become a

better person by learning leadership skills.

“youTHink has taught me that I am not

just ‘one other child’ in this world, but

that I – and every other kid in the world –

am the future.

“We have to start helping out the

world as much as we can to help 

ourselves, our community, and the 

generation after us.”
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Student Social Commentary Art
on Exhibit at L.A. City Hall
Wanting to share their views directly with city officials, students’ social

commentary art will be on exhibit at the Bridge Gallery at Los Angeles

City Hall. The exhibit is a collaboration between the Zimmer Children’s

Museum, youTHink, and the offices of City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo and

City Councilmember Jack Weiss. The art was created by upper elementary

through high school students who have participated in youTHink lessons in

their classes. Visitors to the exhibit will have an opportunity to see a sample

of the concerns of the city’s youth, on issues including:

Animal Rights  • Immigration  • Body Image  • Child Abuse
Education  • Homelessness  • Pollution  • Racism  • Smoking

The exhibit is open to the public from Wednesday, February 8 through

Friday, March 3 at the Bridge Gallery at Los Angeles City Hall.
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Teens and Government
Nearly 30 students from 12 middle and high schools around the Los

Angeles area are participating in this year’s Teens and 

Government in Action program.

During the 7 session program,

students learn first hand about

the role that youth can play in

the legislative process. The 

program includes 2 full day field

trips – one to LA City Hall and 

one to the State Capital in

Sacramento.  

Students are motivated to learn

more about how government

works, how they can make a 

difference, and have their voices

heard in there communities, Los

Angeles and Sacramento.

“With the passion that I have for expressing my opinion, this 

program allows me to listen and hear the opinions of others, 

and…combine our voices so they can be heard.” (11TH GRADER)

“ I am interested in this program because I have a lot of complaining 

to do.... Well, really I want to complain because I want my

community to be a better community.” (7TH GRADER)

What is youTHink?
youTHink is an innovative education program of the Zimmer
Children’s Museum and the Center for American Studies and 
Culture. youTHink uses the power of art to foster critical thinking,
engage diverse learners, promote literacy and serve as a tool for
social change.

The youTHink program includes:
School Services: Find out about our arts-based classroom lessons,
and learn about our professional development opportunities for
teachers.

These lessons are offered at no charge to 4th-12th grade public
school classes in California:  Civic and Social Responsibility; 
The Environment; Knowledge and Education; Visions of Home;
Who We Are as a Country

Youth Services: Find out about how youth are getting involved
outside the classroom.

Community Partnerships: Find out about student art exhibits 
at various community locations, and other corporate partnerships,
collaborations and trainings.

For more information visit our website at www.youthink.org or
contact us at info@youthink.org or (323) 761-8987.

A TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE

Rebecca Flynn
Social Studies Teacher,
School of Global Studies
Manual Arts High School

A fter spending a lot of time studying

genocides and global tragedies, I wanted

my students to spend some time thinking 

about how societies recover, transition, 

organize, reconcile, rebuild, and heal after 

such traumatic events.  I also wanted to equip

my students with skills to deal with tragedies 

in their own lives.
youTHink helped expose my students to 

the power of art as an educational and 

therapeutic tool, and its role in working for

change. Students were given freedom to 

create art projects about global concerns

directly connected to what we studied (the

women of Juarez, immigration, hate groups)

or to apply those concepts to their own lives,

creating projects about crowded schools, 

crime in their neighborhoods, etc.

My students especially liked the final 

session where they learned about pending 

legislation affecting them as youth, and wrote

letters lobbying their elected officials. Overall,

my class got a fantastic lesson in how to make

their voices heard (through art and grassroots

letter writing!)

A youTHink student meets with 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

youTHink Lesson Plays A

This year, Edison Elementary School in Glendale

asked youTHink to bring its Visions of Home lesson

to four 3rd -5th grade classes as part of its Culture

Week program. Students shared their art projects and

the lessons learned at a schoolwide Culture Week

assembly. Although culture and identity are taught by

our teachers all year long, according to Vittorio

Sandoval, the Curriculum Coach, “youTHink facilitators

were able to provide more in-depth lessons about 

cultural heritage. The students were able to reflect on

the value of their culture and appreciate the diversity

that surrounds their community.”



Students Write to Their
Legislators to Make a
Difference
Through youTHink lessons in their classes, students discuss

social issues, create social commentary art and identify

strategies for making a difference about issues most important to

them. The final component of the 4-session lesson is Writing to

Make A Difference, a process that invites students to take part in

the legislative process by writing their legislators about current

legislation offering their views, suggestions and positions on the

bills. Following are excerpts from recent letters: 

“ I am a student and a citizen of the United States. There is
an important issue that I would like for you to pay close
attention to. The issue is bilingual services…. The reason
that I am concerned is that there is a large population in
California of people who do not know how to speak, read
or write English. Right now they need help, later on, they
will be the help….” (12TH GRADER)

“ I am writing to you to bring to your attention how we feel
about the Exit Exam.  I understand that they think our test
scores are low… but giving us another test is not going to
solve anything…” (12TH GRADER)

“ I support the violent video games bill because I think it’s
bad that children under 18 are brainwashing their minds
with violence. I think everyone should vote to support this
bill. Lots of parents don’t even know or care about what
their kids are playing as long as it will keep them occupied
and quiet.” (5TH GRADER)

“ I support this bill (Udall-Eisenhower Arctic Wilderness Act)
because it will help the 45 species of marine mammals that
live there. If this bill doesn’t pass, I will not support the 
senators that oppose this bill. Please help. The animals and
nature will thank you.” (5TH GRADER)

youTHink Student Intern
Shares His Perspective
BY JUSTIN SABA, 12TH GRADER, PALISADES HIGH SCHOOL

I come from a city where the color of your clothing can get

you killed on any given day. I come from a city in which 

one cannot walk alone at night without the fear of being 

murdered. I come from Los Angeles, a city torn apart by less

than ideal ethnic and racial relations, narcotics, and gang 

violence. Living in Los Angeles has taught me to cherish Life. 

As an intern at youTHink, it is my job to do my best to help

others appreciate it as well.  

For one week in December, the interns were asked to 

keep track of the number of times we heard racial, anti-gay, 

sexist, and other slurs

at school. As interns, 

it was not only our

obligation to youTHink

to do so, but our 

obligation to Life,

to ensure that no 

other generation would have to go through the lessons we

should have learned decades ago.

This project truly opens up your ears. In just a 5-day period at

school, I heard over 59 slurs from 59 different people in school,

most happening on my way to class before school had even 

started. Of these slurs, over a third were anti-gay, with the rest

being racial and sexist slurs. I was surprised to notice that even 

the smallest or most random incident, like a demanding 

homework assignment, could set off a homophobic or sexist 

comment. On another sad note, in all 59 incidents, not one 

person – from teacher to principal on down to the lunch lady –

intervened, corrected, or even told a student to be quiet.

I noticed that anti-gay and sexist comments were the most

rampant. I think that it is because gays and females were the 

easiest to target. No male, I noticed, would stand up and say, 

“Hey, that's wrong” when an anti-gay or sexist comment was

made, without the fear of being labeled a homosexual or 

“wussy” himself. The only times I heard racist or ethnic slurs 

were when people of that ethnicity or race were not present. 

The racist and ethnic comments I heard were fueled only by 

stereotypes. For example, in my school, common stereotypes

include: all African-Americans being strong and “hard,” all

Hispanics being involved with gangs, Whites only spending their

time smoking and drinking alcohol, Persians spending all their 

time thinking about money, Russians thinking only about sex, 

and Asians all being geniuses. These stereotypes are the foundation

of many problems in the city, and ones I wish to end forever. 

Five days was all that was needed to see how immense the

problem truly is and how much work we still have left to do. 

“I want to live in a world
where we channel our 
energies toward the true
problems of poverty,
famine, and unjust beliefs.”

Continued on page 8
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Role in School’s Culture Week



The Zimmer is thrilled to announce

the Exhibit Opening Reception and

Live Auction for show&tell: the art

of time on Sunday evening, May 7, 2006.

This new exhibit features 75 works of 

art created from clocks by artists,

humanitarians, and social activists.

Clock art is arriving daily and like

the Zimmer’s previous exhibit,

show&tel: art of connection, the

diversity of the pieces is outstanding!

The art ranges from whimsical and

decorative to meaningful and

thought-provoking. Not only have

artists used their creativity to create

beautiful works of art; they have

also used the metaphor of time 

to comment on what time means

to them.

Participants include artists:

Lisa Adams, Charles Arnoldi, Gary

Baseman, Bill Barminski, Ashley Collins,

Robert Graham, Sami Hayek, Brad Howe,

Michael Kalish, and James Verbicky; and

social activists and humanitarians: Anila

Madiraju, Yale research student, Cameron

Sinclair and Architecture for Humanity,

Julia Butterfly Hill, environmentalist,

author and founder of Circle of

Life, Kenan Malkic, landmine victim

and inspiration behind Global 

Relief Medical Fund, Elissa

Montanti, founder of Global

Medical Relief Fund and Lenore

Anderson, Director of Books 

Not Bars.

Don’t miss the opportunity 

to experience this fantastic exhibit

and purchase a work of art for your

collection. All clocks are for sale

with the proceeds benefiting
youTHink, an innovative art and

education program serving public school

students throughout California.

Paul Frank pictured with his clock art
“AHEAD OF HIS TIME.” Paul is a designer
whose custom made accessories are known
worldwide.

show&tell: the art of time
SAVE THE DATE! SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2006

EXHIBIT OPENING RECEPTION 
AND LIVE AUCTION:
Sunday Evening, May 7, 2006

Zimmer Children’s Museum 
6505 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90048

Exhibit Dates: April 30-June 9, 2006

For more information and to see a 
complete list of participants, go to
www.zimmershowandtell.org.

“GRAMPS”
by Kingsley, artist

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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6505 Wilshire Boulevard
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The Zimmer Children’s Museum 
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