




Xesenia Maurice at the Zimmer Discovery
Award Dinner

News From Northern California
youTHink delivered an interactive arts-based workshop to at-risk

teenagers in San Francisco at Assemblymember Mark Leno’s Young

Women’s Conference in October. Students created self-portraits and reflected

on their skills and positive attributes. They also identified skills they would

like to develop, and set personal goals for the year. As a result, some of

these young women committed to: 

n Taking school more seriously, improving grades, being punctual to classes
n Graduating and receiving their diplomas 
n Working on their leadership ability
n Exploring their multicultural heritages
n Being consistent in their actions
n Being mindful of their words
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Student Interns
Tell Their Stories
Xesenia Maurice, an 8th grader at 

Foshay Learning Center and Keesha

Wilson, a 12th grader at Flintridge 

Preparatory Academy, had an opportunity 

to describe their involvement and share

their experiences as youTHink interns

with attendees at the Zimmer Discovery

Award Dinner last fall.  

According to Xesenia, “The reason I

chose to get more involved with youTHink

is because it teaches me how I can help my

community, how to make the world a 

better place, and it allows me to become a

better person by learning leadership skills.

“youTHink has taught me that I am not

just ‘one other child’ in this world, but

that I – and every other kid in the world –

am the future.

“We have to start helping out the

world as much as we can to help 

ourselves, our community, and the 

generation after us.”
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Student Social Commentary Art
on Exhibit at L.A. City Hall
Wanting to share their views directly with city officials, students’ social

commentary art will be on exhibit at the Bridge Gallery at Los Angeles

City Hall. The exhibit is a collaboration between the Zimmer Children’s

Museum, youTHink, and the offices of City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo and

City Councilmember Jack Weiss. The art was created by upper elementary

through high school students who have participated in youTHink lessons in

their classes. Visitors to the exhibit will have an opportunity to see a sample

of the concerns of the city’s youth, on issues including:

Animal Rights  • Immigration  • Body Image  • Child Abuse
Education  • Homelessness  • Pollution  • Racism  • Smoking

The exhibit is open to the public from Wednesday, February 8 through

Friday, March 3 at the Bridge Gallery at Los Angeles City Hall.
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Teens and Government
Nearly 30 students from 12 middle and high schools around the Los

Angeles area are participating in this year’s Teens and 

Government in Action program.

During the 7 session program,

students learn first hand about

the role that youth can play in

the legislative process. The 

program includes 2 full day field

trips – one to LA City Hall and 

one to the State Capital in

Sacramento.  

Students are motivated to learn

more about how government

works, how they can make a 

difference, and have their voices

heard in there communities, Los

Angeles and Sacramento.

“With the passion that I have for expressing my opinion, this 

program allows me to listen and hear the opinions of others, 

and…combine our voices so they can be heard.” (11TH GRADER)

“ I am interested in this program because I have a lot of complaining 

to do.... Well, really I want to complain because I want my

community to be a better community.” (7TH GRADER)

What is youTHink?
youTHink is an innovative education program of the Zimmer
Children’s Museum and the Center for American Studies and 
Culture. youTHink uses the power of art to foster critical thinking,
engage diverse learners, promote literacy and serve as a tool for
social change.

The youTHink program includes:
School Services: Find out about our arts-based classroom lessons,
and learn about our professional development opportunities for
teachers.

These lessons are offered at no charge to 4th-12th grade public
school classes in California:  Civic and Social Responsibility; 
The Environment; Knowledge and Education; Visions of Home;
Who We Are as a Country

Youth Services: Find out about how youth are getting involved
outside the classroom.

Community Partnerships: Find out about student art exhibits 
at various community locations, and other corporate partnerships,
collaborations and trainings.

For more information visit our website at www.youthink.org or
contact us at info@youthink.org or (323) 761-8987.

A TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE

Rebecca Flynn
Social Studies Teacher,
School of Global Studies
Manual Arts High School

A fter spending a lot of time studying

genocides and global tragedies, I wanted

my students to spend some time thinking 

about how societies recover, transition, 

organize, reconcile, rebuild, and heal after 

such traumatic events.  I also wanted to equip

my students with skills to deal with tragedies 

in their own lives.
youTHink helped expose my students to 

the power of art as an educational and 

therapeutic tool, and its role in working for

change. Students were given freedom to 

create art projects about global concerns

directly connected to what we studied (the

women of Juarez, immigration, hate groups)

or to apply those concepts to their own lives,

creating projects about crowded schools, 

crime in their neighborhoods, etc.

My students especially liked the final 

session where they learned about pending 

legislation affecting them as youth, and wrote

letters lobbying their elected officials. Overall,

my class got a fantastic lesson in how to make

their voices heard (through art and grassroots

letter writing!)

A youTHink student meets with 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

youTHink Lesson Plays A

This year, Edison Elementary School in Glendale

asked youTHink to bring its Visions of Home lesson

to four 3rd -5th grade classes as part of its Culture

Week program. Students shared their art projects and

the lessons learned at a schoolwide Culture Week

assembly. Although culture and identity are taught by

our teachers all year long, according to Vittorio

Sandoval, the Curriculum Coach, “youTHink facilitators

were able to provide more in-depth lessons about 

cultural heritage. The students were able to reflect on

the value of their culture and appreciate the diversity

that surrounds their community.”



Students Write to Their
Legislators to Make a
Difference
Through youTHink lessons in their classes, students discuss

social issues, create social commentary art and identify

strategies for making a difference about issues most important to

them. The final component of the 4-session lesson is Writing to

Make A Difference, a process that invites students to take part in

the legislative process by writing their legislators about current

legislation offering their views, suggestions and positions on the

bills. Following are excerpts from recent letters: 

“ I am a student and a citizen of the United States. There is
an important issue that I would like for you to pay close
attention to. The issue is bilingual services…. The reason
that I am concerned is that there is a large population in
California of people who do not know how to speak, read
or write English. Right now they need help, later on, they
will be the help….” (12TH GRADER)

“ I am writing to you to bring to your attention how we feel
about the Exit Exam.  I understand that they think our test
scores are low… but giving us another test is not going to
solve anything…” (12TH GRADER)

“ I support the violent video games bill because I think it’s
bad that children under 18 are brainwashing their minds
with violence. I think everyone should vote to support this
bill. Lots of parents don’t even know or care about what
their kids are playing as long as it will keep them occupied
and quiet.” (5TH GRADER)

“ I support this bill (Udall-Eisenhower Arctic Wilderness Act)
because it will help the 45 species of marine mammals that
live there. If this bill doesn’t pass, I will not support the 
senators that oppose this bill. Please help. The animals and
nature will thank you.” (5TH GRADER)

youTHink Student Intern
Shares His Perspective
BY JUSTIN SABA, 12TH GRADER, PALISADES HIGH SCHOOL

I come from a city where the color of your clothing can get

you killed on any given day. I come from a city in which 

one cannot walk alone at night without the fear of being 

murdered. I come from Los Angeles, a city torn apart by less

than ideal ethnic and racial relations, narcotics, and gang 

violence. Living in Los Angeles has taught me to cherish Life. 

As an intern at youTHink, it is my job to do my best to help

others appreciate it as well.  

For one week in December, the interns were asked to 

keep track of the number of times we heard racial, anti-gay, 

sexist, and other slurs

at school. As interns, 

it was not only our

obligation to youTHink

to do so, but our 

obligation to Life,

to ensure that no 

other generation would have to go through the lessons we

should have learned decades ago.

This project truly opens up your ears. In just a 5-day period at

school, I heard over 59 slurs from 59 different people in school,

most happening on my way to class before school had even 

started. Of these slurs, over a third were anti-gay, with the rest

being racial and sexist slurs. I was surprised to notice that even 

the smallest or most random incident, like a demanding 

homework assignment, could set off a homophobic or sexist 

comment. On another sad note, in all 59 incidents, not one 

person – from teacher to principal on down to the lunch lady –

intervened, corrected, or even told a student to be quiet.

I noticed that anti-gay and sexist comments were the most

rampant. I think that it is because gays and females were the 

easiest to target. No male, I noticed, would stand up and say, 

“Hey, that's wrong” when an anti-gay or sexist comment was

made, without the fear of being labeled a homosexual or 

“wussy” himself. The only times I heard racist or ethnic slurs 

were when people of that ethnicity or race were not present. 

The racist and ethnic comments I heard were fueled only by 

stereotypes. For example, in my school, common stereotypes

include: all African-Americans being strong and “hard,” all

Hispanics being involved with gangs, Whites only spending their

time smoking and drinking alcohol, Persians spending all their 

time thinking about money, Russians thinking only about sex, 

and Asians all being geniuses. These stereotypes are the foundation

of many problems in the city, and ones I wish to end forever. 

Five days was all that was needed to see how immense the

problem truly is and how much work we still have left to do. 

“I want to live in a world
where we channel our 
energies toward the true
problems of poverty,
famine, and unjust beliefs.”

Continued on page 8
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Role in School’s Culture Week



The Zimmer is thrilled to announce

the Exhibit Opening Reception and

Live Auction for show&tell: the art

of time on Sunday evening, May 7, 2006.

This new exhibit features 75 works of 

art created from clocks by artists,

humanitarians, and social activists.

Clock art is arriving daily and like

the Zimmer’s previous exhibit,

show&tel: art of connection, the

diversity of the pieces is outstanding!

The art ranges from whimsical and

decorative to meaningful and

thought-provoking. Not only have

artists used their creativity to create

beautiful works of art; they have

also used the metaphor of time 

to comment on what time means

to them.

Participants include artists:

Lisa Adams, Charles Arnoldi, Gary

Baseman, Bill Barminski, Ashley Collins,

Robert Graham, Sami Hayek, Brad Howe,

Michael Kalish, and James Verbicky; and

social activists and humanitarians: Anila

Madiraju, Yale research student, Cameron

Sinclair and Architecture for Humanity,

Julia Butterfly Hill, environmentalist,

author and founder of Circle of

Life, Kenan Malkic, landmine victim

and inspiration behind Global 

Relief Medical Fund, Elissa

Montanti, founder of Global

Medical Relief Fund and Lenore

Anderson, Director of Books 

Not Bars.

Don’t miss the opportunity 

to experience this fantastic exhibit

and purchase a work of art for your

collection. All clocks are for sale

with the proceeds benefiting
youTHink, an innovative art and

education program serving public school

students throughout California.

Paul Frank pictured with his clock art
“AHEAD OF HIS TIME.” Paul is a designer
whose custom made accessories are known
worldwide.

show&tell: the art of time
SAVE THE DATE! SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2006

EXHIBIT OPENING RECEPTION 
AND LIVE AUCTION:
Sunday Evening, May 7, 2006

Zimmer Children’s Museum 
6505 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90048

Exhibit Dates: April 30-June 9, 2006

For more information and to see a 
complete list of participants, go to
www.zimmershowandtell.org.

“GRAMPS”
by Kingsley, artist

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Mercury Mailing

Systems Inc.

6505 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90048
(323) 761-8989
www.zimmermuseum.org

The Zimmer Children’s Museum 
is a beneficiary agency of
The Jewish Federation

www.youthink.org




