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The Zimmer Children’s Museum
prepares to open its newest

exhibit, the S. Mark Taper
Foundation Aid and Rescue Center,
on Aug. 31, as part of the Zimmer’s
Monthly Wednesday Night Pajama
Rama. 

“We are so excited about the S.
Mark Taper Foundation Aid and
Rescue Center,” said Esther Netter,
CEO of the Zimmer Museum. “It is
not only a great addition to our
other play areas, but it also sends a
great message about kindness and

humanity in times of need. The tim-
ing of the opening is also signifi-
cant, as it coincides with the sixth
anniversary of Hurricane Katrina.” 

The S. Mark Taper Foundation
Aid and Rescue Center was creat-
ed by bb Productions LLC, in part-
nership with Ovid Pope. The
exhibit features a Zodiac Coast
Guard rescue boat used in the
aftermath of Katrina. Children will
be able to climb aboard the boat
and experience what it is like to be
a coast guard. The center also
includes a fire station and a fire

The City of West Hollywood and
the Society for the Activation of

Social Space Through Art and
Sound (SASSAS) will kickoff the
13th annual “SASSAS Summer
Concert Series” with “Sound. At
the Kings Road Park Pavilion:
Singing Shape” on Saturday, Aug.
20 from 1 to 7 p.m.

The performance is an exploration
of “Shape Note” singing, featuring a
workshop, instructor led singing
opportunities, and a potluck dinner.
“Shape Note” singing, also known as
“Sacred Harp” singing, dates back to
the 18th Century and is a tradition
associated with the South. “Shape
Note” was introduced by music
teachers to make melodies and har-
monies accessible to individuals with
no formal musical training. 

A form of a capella, the partici-
pants are arranged in a square,
based on four-part harmony. The
result is a wall of vocal sound that
is intended to be experienced from
within the singing group.
“We’re excited to be working with
SASSAS on these concerts. We’re
thinking of them as ‘Summer
Sounds Extra’, building upon our
popular summer concert series with
these interesting explorations in the
art of sound,” said Andrew
Campbell, arts and cultural affairs
administrator for the City of West

Hollywood. “SASSAS is known
for its edgy, iconoclastic approach
to sound, they are the only organi-
zation working in and experiment-
ing with sound that I’m aware of in
our area, and they have a long his-
tory of performing in West
Hollywood. The idea of ‘Shape

Note’ singing is to hear and be in
musical communication with your
fellow singers, which is why the
Kings Road Park pavilion is such
an ideal setting for the gathering.

The event will be held in Kings
Road Park, 1000 Kings Rd. For
information, visit www.weho.org.

Zimmer Opens New Aid/Rescue Center

Correction:
In last weekʼs issue, Torie Osbornʼs
name was incorrectly spelled with
an “e” at end in the headline.
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The Skirball Cultural Center concludes this yearʼs Sunset Concerts
with Mexican American accordion virtuoso Jorge Villarreal (a.k.a.
Mr. Vallenato), who performs varying Colombian music styles,
including cumbia and vallenato, with his six-piece band. The per-
formance is free, but seating is available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Parking costs $10. The Skirball is located at 2701 N.
Sepulveda Blvd. For information, visit www.skirball.org.
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WeHo/SASSAS Explore ʻShape Note  ̓Singing

Sunset Concerts End
with Mr. Vallenato

“The timing of
the opening is

also significant,
as it coincides
with the sixth
anniversary of

Hurricane
Katrina.”

-Esther Netter
CEO of the Zimmer Museum

engine with interactive compo-
nents for children to roleplay as
firefighters. 

The Aug. 31 event will feature a
ribbon-cutting ceremony and musi-
cal performances by David
Tobocman and Lisa Kimmey
Winans. Tobocman recently
released his second album for chil-
dren and families, titled “Lemonade
School”. He hosts a sing-a-long

every third Friday at the Zimmer.
Winans is a Grammy-nominated
singer-songwriter, who currently
teaches the Zimmer’s Movers and
Maestros series.

The Zimmer is a non-profit insti-
tution located on Museum Row in
Los Angeles, featuring hands-on
exhibits for children ages 0-8. For
information, visit http://www.zim-
mermuseum.org. 
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The S. Mark Taper Foundation Aid and Rescue Center opened
Wednesday at the Zimmer Childrenʼs Museum.

Continuing his efforts to bring
transparency and accountabili-

ty to the State Legislature,
Assemblymember Anthony
Portantino (D-La Cañada
Flintridge) has introduced an
Amendment to the Standing Rules
of the Assembly, HR 20, calling for
all Assembly financial records to be
made public.

“Californians deserve the respect
of the Legislature by having access
to how their money is being spent,”
Portantino said. “We have used the
better part of this legislative year leg-
islating good practices in cities such
as Bell and Vernon. We need to lead
by example and not shroud our bud-
gets in secrecy.”

HR 20 requires all current finan-
cial records to be immediately avail-
able to the public. The resolution
also provides for fairness in budget-
ing for all members’ office expenses

and precludes leadership from either
rewarding or punishing a member
for voting their conscience. There
can no longer be arbitrary budget
action under HR 20. In addition, it
requests that the state controller con-
duct annual financial audits.

“Assembly leadership has refused
to release current budget details and
has not conducted a performance
audit as required by law,” Portantino
said. “Further adding insult to the
process, the incomplete information
released by the Assembly Rules
Committee for last year has been
discredited by the press.” 

The Sacramento Bee and the Los
Angeles Times have filed suit
against the Assembly Rules
Committee for keeping comprehen-
sive budgets secret from the public.
Portantino’s requests for compre-
hensive budget information have
also been denied.

HR 20 Calls for Public Financial Records

Emotions were high Tuesday
night in a meeting held by
the Beverly Wilshire Homes

Association (BWHA) at the
Original Farmers Market. The
topic: mansionization. Los Angeles
City Councilmember Paul Koretz,
5th District, met with Beverly
Grove residents, both for and
against mansionization, to discuss
his proposed ordinance to limit

houses to 3,000 square feet.
Recently, Koretz’s office con-

ducted a survey of more than 300
participants in Beverly Grove to
determine if residents wanted
stronger housing regulations or no
further action. Just over 60 percent
voted in favor of more restrictions.
As a compromise, Koretz proposed
a new ordinance for a part of the
Beverly Grove area, from Colgate
Avenue to Fairfax Avenue and

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department and the
Los Angeles Police

Department are examining ways to
respond to large disruptions caused
by people who send out messages
via Twitter and other social net-
working outlets.

The action follows incidents that
have recently occurred in
Hollywood and Compton. On July
27, a DJ associated with the
Electric Daisy Carnival raves
tweeted that he was going to appear
at a block party outside the
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, where
a documentary on raves was being
screened. Thousands of people
came to Hollywood Boulevard,
where a near-riot broke out.

Sheriff’s Department officials

were looking at the issue after a
rapper known as The Game
allegedly sent out a tweet last
Friday stating that people could
secure a music internship by calling
a phone number that was actually to
the Compton Sheriff’s Station.
Thousands of people called the
number, which tied up lines and
prevented authorities from
responding to legitimate emergency
calls, according to Capt. Mike
Parker, with the Sheriff’s
Headquarters Bureau. The Game
apologized for the incident
Wednesday, after which Parker said
no charges would be sought
because of a lack of evidence.

Only one person has been
charged so far in connection with
the incident in Hollywood. The
LAPD had to call in officers in riot
gear to get the crowd to disperse,
and three people were taken into
custody for resisting arrest, vandal-
ism and failing to disperse. Three
LAPD patrol cars were damaged,
and the boulevard was closed for

The end is near for the
California Citizens
Redistricting Commission

as they released Monday the final
drafts of California senate and
assembly district maps, conclud-
ing the group’s eight-month
efforts.

“For far too long, Californians
have been frustrated by a legisla-
tive process that drew districts
that primarily supported the
reelection of incumbent legisla-
tors,” commissioner Vincent
Barabba said in a statement. “The
voters showed they wanted fun-

damental government reforms by
creating the Citizens
Redistricting Commission,
charged with the responsibility to
create districts that provided can-
didates of all political persuasions
a fair chance to be elected.”

Little changed since the draft
maps were released July 29,
including Assembly District 50.
Once primarily District 42,
District 50 will become home to
Agoura Hills, Beverly Hills,
Hollywood, Malibu, Santa
Monica and West Hollywood,
along with the Hancock Park,
Wilshire and Fairfax Districts.
Part of the redistricting meant
preserving the ecosystem of the
region, hence the entire Santa
Monica Mountains – Leo
Carrillo, Malibu Creek and

Like the minerals they
extract from the ground,
rebels in the Democratic

Republic of Congo have been pry-
ing the souls from Congolese men
and women.

That was the story told Tuesday,
when the National Council of
Jewish Women, Los Angeles,
hosted a panel discussion about
the ongoing struggle in eastern
Congo and the efforts to bring a
sense of normalcy back to the
area.

“What we’re doing (now) is
very little compared to what the
reality is,” one of the guests,
Odiane Lokako, said through a
translator. “We don’t want to be in
a movie. We want this to end.”

Lokako is a former Miss Congo
who founded E.L.CO.S., a French
acronym that translates to
“Together Let’s Fight Against
HIV/AIDS.” 

Mamie Kabongolo, of
E.L.CO.S., said the Congo has a
population of 70 million people,
and between 1997 and 2003, six
million died as a result of the
tragedies that are occurring in her
country. She said that, following a
regime change during that time,
groups of rebels grappled for the

vacant power seat “by creating
fear.” They began to attack vil-
lages, seeking to mine minerals
such as tin, tantalum and tungsten,
which are used to create everyday

electronics such as cell phones
and computers, Kabongolo said.

“Our riches have become a
curse for us,” she said. “The rebels
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� Authorities Admit
There May be Few
Options for Prosecution

� Local Area to be
Represented by 
50th Assembly District
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A flashmob gathered outside the
Graumanʼs Chinese Theatre in
Hollywood on July 27 after a DJ
tweeted there was going to be a
block party.

� Koretz Proposes Limiting New Home Sizes 
to 3,000 Square Feet 

� NCJW Hosts Panel
on Violence Against
Congolese Women
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Mamie Kabongolo, of E.L.CO.S., said six million people died in the
Congo from 1997 to 2003 as the result of ongoing violence.

Understanding the Unimaginable

Police Weigh Options to Control Flashmobs 

‘McMansions’ Turn Into
Hot Issue in Beverlywood

New Political Maps
Now Official
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Councilmember Paul Koretz has authored a motion preventing homes
from being built that are out character with lot size in the Beverlywood area. 
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